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Get ready for the
warmer weather.
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Meet z% Experts

ARTISTS, CREATIVES, AND DESIGN PROFESSIONALS THAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

/Hda

Harvey Hine, HMH Architecture + Interiors Thomas Harvey, Earthwood Design

Angela Otten, Inspire Kitchen Design Studio
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Meet z% Experts: BACKYARD BUILDINGS

t all started innocently

enough. Champion moun-

tain bike racer Jeremy

Horgan-Kobelski and his
wife, a professional racer as
well, needed a place to store
their bikes. Disappointed by
the barn-like options on the
market, he created his own, in
his words, “fancy-looking shed.”
Mike Koenig, now Horgan-
Kobelski’s partner in Studio
Shed, saw it and wanted one for
his own home.

That was 15 years ago. “1
think we started with a couple
models, and it was just focused
on storage only, but with this
sort of grander idea that it can
be used on a finished basis,”
Koenig says. Today, Studio
Shed offers three models of
studio/accessory dwelling unit
options, plus a greenhouse, in
a wide variety of sizes and con-
figurations inside and out—all
accessed via an online 3-D de-
sign tool and then shipped as
ready-to-install flat pack kits.
“You can get these into any
backyard,” he says. “We've car-
ried these through row houses

in San Francisco. We put them
HOW 1O BUILD A BETTER SHED |

there’s one on a penthouse

This cool company combines the affinity founders Mike Koenig and Jeremy Horgan-
Kobelski have for modern design with a nationwide desire for expanded living space.

rooftop in Chicago.”
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Meet % Experts: BACKYARD BUILDINGS

STUDIO SPACE

The prefab backyard shed has come a long way. Adding a structure to

your property should enhance the beauty of your space as with this cozy

California getaway (top) or additional bedroom (above). Both are from
Studio Shed’s original Signature series with a nod to mid-mod.

STUDIO SHED
1500 Cherry St., Ste. S, Louisville
888.900.3933
studio-shed.com
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Ease of use is partly respon-
sible for the company’s success,
but the clean lines and under-
stated simplicity of the build-
ings themselves is what has
gotten them noticed and
garnered them fans and cus-
tomers all over the country and
Canada. “We share a common
design aesthetic,” says Koenig
of he and his partner’s sensi-
bilities. Of course, the Signa-
ture and Summit series build-
ings learn toward mid-century
modern detailing (both men
had grandfathers who were ar-
chitects of that era), and that’s
not for everyone. “I challenged
the team and said, ‘We need to
launch something that has a
broader appeal —more classic
and contemporary. That’s when
we launched the Portland se-
ries, the gable roof model, and
also added some wood siding
options.”

The Signature series consists
of smaller, single-room studios

that start at 64 ft2, and the
aforementioned Portland series
with its taller ceilings start at
96 ft2. Both can be maximized
at around 250 ft? and used as a
home office, gym, yoga or music
studio, she shed, or man cave.
The Summit series is the largest
building offered. This option
can be 1,000 ft? and used as
accessory dwelling units with a
small kitchenette and a bath-
room, and multiple units can be
combined for even more space.
“There’s a tremendous amount
of customization available,”
says Horgan-Kobelski. “You

can move doors and windows
around, choose interior finishes,
different siding choices. And
you can do anything. There’s a
modular system that underlies
it, but you can really customize
the building to suit your indi-
vidual yard, your views, privacy,
all of those types of things.” The
3-D configurator will soon be
joined by a virtual showroom
utilizing augmented and virtual
reality technology to build your
shed on your phone and see it in
your backyard.

And it all started with a mis-
sion to build a better shed.
“Here we are, 13 years later,”
says Koenig, “an overnight suc-
cess with 40 employees and a
national footprint.”



